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Property Casualty Contracts—Premiums 

SCOPE OF STATEMENT 

1. This statement establishes general statutory accounting principles for the recording and 
recognition of premium revenue for property and casualty contracts as defined in SSAP No. 50—
Classifications of Insurance or Managed Care Contracts (SSAP No. 50). 

2. Specific statutory requirements for certain property and casualty premiums are addressed in the 
following statements: (a) SSAP No. 57—Title Insurance, (b) SSAP No. 58—Mortgage Guaranty 
Insurance, (c) SSAP No. 60—Financial Guaranty Insurance, (d) SSAP No. 62R—Property and Casualty 
Reinsurance, (e) SSAP No. 65—Property and Casualty Contracts, and (f) SSAP No. 66—Retrospectively 
Rated Contracts and Contracts. 

SUMMARY CONCLUSION 

3. Except as provided for in paragraph 4, written premium is defined as the contractually determined 
amount charged by the reporting entity to the policyholder for the effective period of the contract based 
on the expectation of risk, policy benefits, and expenses associated with the coverage provided by the 
terms of the insurance contract. Frequently, insurance contracts are subject to audit by the reporting entity 
and the amount of premium charged is subject to adjustment based on the actual exposure. Premium 
adjustments are discussed in paragraphs 10-13 of this statement. 

4. For workers’ compensation contracts, which have a premium that may periodically vary based 
upon changes in the activities of the insured, written premiums may be recorded on an installment basis to 
match the billing to the policyholder. Under this type of arrangement, the premium is determined and 
billed according to the frequency stated in the contract, and written premium is recorded on the basis of 
that frequency. 

5. Premiums for prepaid legal expense plans shall be recognized as income on the gross basis 
(amount charged to the policyholder or subscriber exclusive of copayments or other charges) when due 
from policyholders or subscribers, but no earlier than the effective date of coverage, under the terms of 
the contract. Due and uncollected premiums shall follow the guidance in SSAP No.6—Uncollected 
Premium Balances, Bills Receivable for Premiums, and Amounts Due From Agents and Brokers (SSAP 
No. 6), to determine the admissibility of premiums and related receivables. 

6. Written premiums for all other contracts shall be recorded as of the effective date of the contract. 
Upon recording written premium, a liability, the unearned premium reserve, shall be established to reflect 
the amount of premium for the portion of the insurance coverage that has not yet expired. Flat fee service 
charges on installment premiums1 (fees charged to policyholders who pay premiums on an installment 
basis rather than in full at inception of contract) are reported in the Other Income section of the 
Underwriting and Investment Exhibit as Finance and Service Charges. Flat fee service charges on 
installment premiums, which do not meet the requirements outlined in footnote 1 (e.g., policy may be 
cancelled for non-payment of fee or fee is refundable), shall be recorded as written premium on the 
effective date of the contract and subject to the unearned premium guidelines included in paragraph 8. 
                                                      
1 If the policyholder elects to pay an installment rather than the full amount or the full remaining balance, the policyholder is 
traditionally charged a flat fee service charge on the subsequent billing cycle(s). The amount charged is primarily intended to 
compensate the insurer for the additional administrative costs associated with processing more frequent billings and has no 
relationship to the amount of insurance coverage provided, the period of coverage, or the lost investment income associated with 
receiving the premium over a period of time rather than in a lump sum.  As described, there is no underwriting risk associated 
with this service charge.  If a policyholder does not pay the service charge, the policy is not cancelled (unlike non-payment of 
premium), but instead the policy is converted back to an annual pay plan.  If a policyholder cancels coverage, the premium is 
returned but the service charge is not, as the service charge is not a part of premium. Clarification of finance and service charges 
as other income should not be construed as having any bearing on whether such charges are subject to premium taxation, which 
remains an issue of state law and regulation.    
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7. The exposure to insurance risk for most property and casualty insurance contracts does not vary 
significantly during the contract period. Therefore, premiums from those types of contracts shall be 
recognized in the statement of income, as earned premium, using either the daily pro-rata or monthly pro-
rata methods as described in paragraph 8. Certain statements provide for different methods of recognizing 
premium in the statement of operations for specific types of contracts. For contracts not separately 
identified in specific statements where the reporting entity can demonstrate the period of risk differs 
significantly from the contract period, premiums shall be recognized as revenue over the period of risk in 
proportion to the amount of insurance protection provided. 

8. One of the following methods shall be used for computation of the unearned premium reserve: 

a. Daily pro rata method—Calculate the unearned premium on each policy—At the end of 
each period, the calculation is made on each item of premium to ascertain the unexpired 
portion and to arrive at the aggregate unearned premium reserve; 

b. Monthly pro rata method—This method assumes that, on average, the same amount of 
business is written each day of any month so that the mean will be the middle of the 
month. For example, one-year premiums written during the first three months of the year 
have, at the end of the year, the following unearned fractions: January-1/24; February-
3/24; March-5/24. 

9. Additional premiums charged to policyholders for endorsements and changes in coverage under 
the contract shall be recorded on the effective date of the endorsement and accounted for in a manner 
consistent with the methods discussed in paragraphs 4-8. This is done so that, at any point in time, a 
liability is accrued for unearned premium related to the unexpired portion of the policy endorsement. 

Earned but Unbilled Premium 

10. Adjustments to the premium charged for changes in the level of exposure to insurance risk (e.g., 
audit premiums on workers’ compensation policies) are generally determined based upon audits 
conducted after the policy has expired. Reporting entities shall estimate audit premiums, the amount 
generally referred to as earned but unbilled (EBUB) premium, and shall record the amounts as an 
adjustment to premium, either through written premium or as an adjustment to earned premium. The 
estimate for EBUB may be determined using actuarially or statistically supported aggregate calculations 
using historical company unearned premium data, or per policy calculations. 

11. EBUB shall be adjusted upon completion of the audit and the adjustment shall be recognized as 
revenue immediately. Upon completion of an audit that results in a return of premiums to the 
policyholder, earned premiums shall be reduced. 

12. Reporting entities shall establish all of the requisite liabilities associated with the asset such as 
commissions and premium taxes. These liabilities shall be determined based on when premium is earned, 
not collected2. 

13. Ten percent of EBUB in excess of collateral specifically held and identifiable on a per policy 
basis shall be reported as a nonadmitted asset. To the extent that amounts in excess of the 10% are not 
anticipated to be collected, they shall be written off against operations in the period the determination is 
made. 

                                                      
2 If an entity feels comfortable enough in their ability to collect the premium that an asset is recorded, they should also book the 
associated liabilities. Once an estimate of the premium has been made and the entity feels certain that it will be collected, it 
should also book the liabilities that will be due when they receive the cash. If the premiums were unearned and the policyholder 
had the ability to cancel, the definition of a liability has not been met. 
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Earned but Uncollected Premium 

14. Reporting entities may utilize a voluntary procedure whereby policies are not cancelled for non-
payment of the premium until after an extended cancellation period (example 30 days), as opposed to the 
shorter statutory cancellation period. There are other instances when a reporting entity provides coverage 
for periods when the payment has not been received. Prior to the cancellation of the policy the reporting 
entity acknowledges it is “at risk” and subject to “actual exposure” for a valid claim despite the fact that 
the reporting entity may not have received payment of the premium for this exposure. Reporting entities 
shall record earned but uncollected premium as direct and assumed written premium since the reporting 
entity is “at risk” and subject to “actual exposure” for the extended period of time when the policy is still 
in force and effective, whether or not the reporting entity collects a premium for this time period. Earned 
but uncollected premium would be charged to expenses “net gain or (loss) from agents or premium 
balances charged off” when it is determined to be uncollectible. 

Advance Premiums 

15. Advance premiums result when the policies have been processed, and the premium has been paid 
prior to the effective date. These advance premiums are reported as a liability in the statutory financial 
statement and not considered income until due. Such amounts are not included in written premium or the 
unearned premium reserve. 

Premium Deposits on Perpetual Fire Deposits 

16. Premium deposits on perpetual fire insurance risks should be charged as a liability to the extent of 
at least 90% of the gross amount of such deposit. 

Premium Deficiency Reserve 

17. When the anticipated losses, loss adjustment expenses, commissions and other acquisition costs, 
and maintenance costs exceed the recorded unearned premium reserve, and any future installment 
premiums on existing policies, a premium deficiency reserve shall be recognized by recording an 
additional liability for the deficiency, with a corresponding charge to operations. Commission and other 
acquisition costs need not be considered in the premium deficiency analysis to the extent they have 
previously been expensed. For purposes of determining if a premium deficiency exists, insurance 
contracts shall be grouped in a manner consistent with how policies are marketed, serviced and measured. 
A liability shall be recognized for each grouping where a premium deficiency is indicated. Deficiencies 
shall not be offset by anticipated profits in other policy groupings. 

18. If a premium deficiency reserve is established in accordance with paragraph 17, disclose the 
amount of that reserve. If a reporting entity utilizes anticipated investment income as a factor in the 
premium deficiency calculation, the reporting entity’s disclosures shall include a statement that 
anticipated investment income was utilized; however, the dollar amount need not be included. Reporting 
entities need to disclose by statement only that anticipated investment income was utilized in the 
calculation of premium deficiency reserves whether a reserve is recorded or not (i.e., the use of 
anticipated investment income mitigated the need for recording a premium deficiency reserve). 

Disclosures 

19. Disclose the aggregate amount of direct premiums written through managing general agents or 
third party administrators. For purposes of this disclosure, a managing general agent means the same as in 
Appendix A-225. If this amount is equal to or greater than 5% of surplus, provide the following 
information for each managing general agent and third party administrator:  

a. Name and address of managing general agent or third party administrator; 
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b. Federal Employer Identification Number;

c. Whether such person holds an exclusive contract;

d. Types of business written;

e. Type of authority granted (i.e., underwriting, claims payment, etc.); and

f. Total premium written.

20. Refer to the Preamble for further discussion regarding disclosure requirements.

Relevant Literature 

21. This statement rejects FASB Statement No. 60, Accounting and Reporting by Insurance
Enterprises.

Effective Date and Transition 

22. This statement is effective for years beginning January 1, 2001. A change resulting from the
adoption of this statement shall be accounted for as a change in accounting principle in accordance with
SSAP No. 3—Accounting Changes and Corrections of Errors. The guidance in paragraph 5 was originally
contained within INT 01-23: Prepaid Legal Insurance Premium Recognition and was effective June 11,
2001. The guidance reflected in paragraph 12, incorporated from INT 02-11: Recognition of Amounts
Related to Earned but Unbilled Premium, was effective September 10, 2002. The guidance reflected in
paragraph 14, incorporated from INT 05-06: Earned but Uncollected Premium, was effective December
3, 2005. The guidance in paragraph 18 incorporated from INT 99-23: Disclosure of Premium Deficiency
Reserves was effective December 6, 1999.
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