
 Underwriting Pools SSAP No. 63 

63–3 

Underwriting Pools 

SCOPE OF STATEMENT 

1. This statement establishes statutory accounting principles for underwriting pools and 
associations. 

SUMMARY CONCLUSION 

2. Underwriting pools and associations can be categorized as follows: (a) involuntary, (b) voluntary, 
and (c) intercompany. 

3. Involuntary pools represent a mechanism employed by states to provide insurance coverage to 
those with higher than average probability of loss who otherwise would be excluded from obtaining 
coverage. Reporting entities are generally required to participate in the underwriting results, including 
premiums, losses, expenses, and other operations of involuntary pools, based on their proportionate share 
of similar business written in the state. Involuntary plans are also referred to as residual market plans, 
involuntary risk pools, and mandatory pools. 

4. Voluntary pools are similar to involuntary pools except they are not state mandated and a 
reporting entity participates in the pool voluntarily. In addition, voluntary pools are not limited to the 
provision of insurance coverage to those with higher than average probability of loss, but often are used to 
provide greater capacity for risks with exceptionally high levels of insurable values (e.g., aircraft, nuclear 
power plants, refineries, and offshore drilling platforms). 

5. Intercompany pooling relates to business which is pooled among affiliated entities who are party 
to a pooling arrangement.(INT 03-02) 

6. Participation in a pool may be on a joint and several basis, i.e., in addition to a proportional share 
of losses and expenses incurred by the pool, participants will be responsible for their share of any 
otherwise unrecoverable obligations of other pool participants. In certain instances, one or more entities 
may be designated as servicing carriers for purposes of policy issuance, claims handling, and general 
administration of the pooled business, while in other cases a pool manager or administrator performs all 
of these functions and simply bills pool participants for their respective shares of all losses and expenses 
incurred by the pool. In either case, liabilities arising from pooled business are generally incurred on a 
basis similar to those associated with non-pooled business, and should therefore be treated in a manner 
consistent with the guidelines set forth in SSAP No. 5R—Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairments of 
Assets (SSAP No. 5R). 

7. Intercompany pooling arrangements involve establishment of a conventional quota share 
reinsurance agreement under which all of the pooled business is ceded to the lead entity and then 
retroceded back to the pool participants in accordance with their stipulated shares. Arrangements whereby 
there is one lead company that retains 100% of the pooled business and all or some of the affiliated 
companies have a 0% net share of the pool may qualify as intercompany pooling. In these arrangements, 
only the policy issuing entity has direct liability to its policyholders or claimants; other pool participants 
are liable as reinsurers for their share of the issuing entity’s obligations. Although participants may use 
different assumptions (e.g., discount rates) in recording transactions, the timing of recording transactions 
shall be consistently applied by all participants. 

8. Underwriting results relating to voluntary and involuntary pools shall be accounted for on a gross 
basis whereby the participant’s portion of premiums, losses, expenses, and other operations of the pools 
are recorded separately in the financial statements rather than netted against each other. Premiums and 
losses shall be recorded as direct, assumed, and/or ceded as applicable. If the reporting entity is a direct 
writer of the business, premiums shall be recorded as directly written and accounted for in the same 
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manner as other business which is directly written by the entity. To the extent that premium is ceded to a 
pool, premiums and losses shall be recorded in the same manner as any other reinsurance arrangement. A 
reporting entity who is a member of a pool shall record its participation in the pool as assumed business 
as in any other reinsurance arrangement. 

9. Underwriting results relating to intercompany pools shall be accounted for and reported as 
described in paragraph 8. While it is acceptable that intercompany pooling transactions be settled through 
intercompany arrangements and accounts, intercompany pooling transactions shall be reported on a gross 
basis in the appropriate reinsurance accounts consistent with other direct, assumed and ceded business.  

10. Equity interests in, or deposits receivable from, a pool represent cash advances to provide funding 
for operations of the pool. These are admitted assets and shall be recorded separately from receivables 
and payables related to a pool’s underwriting results. Receivables and payables related to underwriting 
results shall be accounted for in accordance with the guidance in paragraphs 6-8. If it is probable that 
these receivables are uncollectible, any uncollectible amounts shall be written off against operations in the 
period such determination is made. If it is reasonably possible a portion of the balance is uncollectible but 
is not written off, disclosure requirements outlined in SSAP No. 5R shall be followed. 

Disclosures 

11. If a reporting entity is part of a group of affiliated entities which utilizes a pooling arrangement 
under which the pool participants cede substantially all of their direct and assumed business to the pool, 
the financial statements shall include: 

a. A description of the basic terms of the arrangement and the related accounting; 

b. Identification of the lead entity and of all affiliated entities participating in the 
intercompany pool (include NAIC Company Codes) and indication of their respective 
percentage shares of the pooled business; 

c. Description of the lines and types of business subject to the pooling agreement; 

d. Description of cessions to non-affiliated reinsurers of business subject to the pooling 
agreement, and indication of whether such cessions were prior to or subsequent to the 
cession of pooled business from the affiliated pool members to the lead entity; 

e. Identification of all pool members which are parties to reinsurance agreements with non-
affiliated reinsurers covering business subject to the pooling agreement and which have a 
contractual right of direct recovery from the non-affiliated reinsurer per the terms of such 
reinsurance agreements; 

f. Explanation of any discrepancies between entries regarding pooled business on the 
assumed and ceded reinsurance schedules of the lead entity and corresponding entries on 
the assumed and ceded reinsurance schedules of other pool participants; 

g. Description of intercompany sharing, if other than in accordance with the pool 
participation percentage, of the Provision for Overdue Reinsurance (Schedule F, Part 8) 
and the write–off of uncollectible reinsurance; 

h. Amounts due to/from the lead entity and all affiliated entities participating in the 
intercompany pool as of the balance sheet date. 

12. Refer to the Preamble for further discussion regarding disclosure requirements. 
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Effective Date and Transition 

13. This statement is effective for years beginning January 1, 2001. A change resulting from the 
adoption of this statement shall be accounted for as a change in accounting principle in accordance with 
SSAP No. 3—Accounting Changes and Corrections of Errors. 
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