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Retrospectively Rated Contracts  

SCOPE OF STATEMENT 

1. This statement establishes statutory accounting principles for retrospectively rated contracts. This 
statement applies to property and casualty contracts, life insurance contracts, and accident and health 
contracts. 

2. Retrospective reinsurance contracts are not within the scope of this statement. They are addressed 
in SSAP No. 62R—Property and Casualty Reinsurance (SSAP No. 62R). 

SUMMARY CONCLUSION 

3. A retrospectively rated contract is one which has the final policy premium calculated based on the 
loss experience of the insured during the term of the policy (including loss development after the term of 
the policy) and the stipulated formula set forth in the policy or a formula required by law. The periodic 
adjustments may involve either the payment of return premium to the insured or payment of an additional 
premium by the insured, or both, depending on experience. Retrospective rating features are common in 
certain property and casualty contracts, group life, and group accident and health contracts. Some 
contracts have retrospective features required by law. Contracts with retrospective rating features are 
referred to as loss sensitive contracts. 

4. Amounts due from insureds and amounts due to insureds under retrospectively rated contracts 
meet the definitions of assets and liabilities as set forth in SSAP No. 4—Assets and Nonadmitted Assets 
and SSAP No. 5R—Liabilities, Contingencies and Impairment of Assets (SSAP No. 5R), respectively. 
Amounts due from insureds and amounts due to insureds under retrospectively rated contracts are 
admitted assets to the extent they conform to the requirements of this statement. 

5. Initial premiums shall be recognized in accordance with SSAP No. 51R—Life Contracts, SSAP 
No. 53—Property Casualty Contracts—Premiums, and SSAP No. 54R—Individual and Group Accident 
and Health Contracts. 

6. Specific funds received by the prescription drug plan sponsor from either the Medicare Part D 
enrollee or the government as payment for standard coverage that will be subject to retrospective 
premium adjustments should be accounted for under this statement. These funds include ‘Direct Subsidy’, 
‘Low Income Subsidy (premium portion)’, ‘Beneficiary Premium (standard coverage portion)’, ‘Part D 
Payment Demonstration’ and ‘Risk Corridor Payment Adjustment’.  The funds noted above have a final 
policy amount that is calculated based on the loss experience of the insured during the term of the policy, 
therefore should be treated as such. Refer to INT 05-05: Accounting for Revenues Under Medicare Part D 
Coverage for additional information and definitions of terms specifically related to Medicare Part D 
business. 

7. Because policy periods do not always correspond to reporting periods and because an insured’s 
loss experience may not be known with certainty until sometime after the policy period expires, 
retrospective premium adjustments shall be estimated based on the experience to date using one of the 
following methods: 

a. Property and Casualty Contracts: 

i. Use of actuarially accepted methods in accordance with filed and approved 
retrospective rating plans. This includes but is not limited to the application of 
historical ratios of retrospective rated developments to earned standard premium 
to develop a ratio which is then applied to those policies for which no 
retrospective calculation has been recorded or for which no modification to the 
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recorded calculation is needed. This method results in the calculation of one 
amount which is either a net asset or a net liability; 

ii. Reviewing each individual retrospectively rated risk, comparing known loss 
development (including IBNR) with that anticipated in the policy contract to 
arrive at the best estimate of return or additional premium earned at that point in 
time. This method results in the calculation of an asset or a liability for each risk. 
The total of all receivables shall be recorded as an asset and the total of all return 
premiums shall be recorded as a liability. 

b. Life and Accident & Health Contracts: Reporting entities offering group coverage have 
extensive underwriting procedures and complex individually negotiated benefits and 
contracts. Due to cost and reporting deadlines, these factors make it difficult to establish 
an exact valuation of retrospective premium adjustments. The method used to estimate 
the liability shall be reasonable based on the reporting entity’s procedures and consistent 
among reporting periods. Common methods include a mathematical approach using a 
complex algorithm of the reporting entity’s underwriting rules and experience rating 
practices, and an aggregate or group approach. 

8. Assumptions used in estimating retrospective premium adjustments shall be consistent with the 
assumptions made in recording other assets and liabilities necessary to reflect the underwriting results of 
the reporting entity such as claim and loss reserves (including IBNR) and contingent commissions. 
Contingent commissions and other related expenses shall be adjusted in the same period the additional or 
return retrospective premiums are recorded. 

9. Retrospective premium adjustments are estimated for the portion of the policy period that has 
expired and shall be considered an immediate adjustment to premium. Additional retrospective premiums 
and return retrospective premiums shall be recorded as follows: 

a. Property and Casualty Reporting Entities: 

i. Accrued additional retrospective premiums shall be recorded as a receivable with 
a corresponding entry made either to written premiums or as an adjustment to 
earned premiums. Premiums not recorded through written premium when 
accrued shall be recorded through written premium when billed; 

ii. Accrued return retrospective premiums shall be recorded as part of the change in 
unearned premium (detailed in the underwriting and investment exhibit) liability 
with a corresponding entry made either to written premiums or as an adjustment 
to earned premiums. Premiums not recorded through written premium when 
accrued shall be recorded through written premium when billed; 

iii. Ceded retrospective premium balances payable shall be recorded as liabilities, 
consistent with SSAP No. 62R. Ceded retrospective premiums recoverable shall 
be recorded as an asset. Consistent with SSAP No. 64—Offsetting and Netting of 
Assets and Liabilities (SSAP No. 64), ceded retrospective premium balances 
payable may be deducted from ceded retrospective premiums recoverable when a 
legal right of setoff exists. 

b. Life and Accident and Health Reporting Entities: 

i. Accrued additional retrospective premiums shall be recorded as an asset, accrued 
retrospective premiums, with a corresponding entry to premiums; 
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ii. Accrued return retrospective premiums shall be recorded as a liability, provision 
for experience rating refunds, with a corresponding entry to premiums. 

c. Managed Care/Accident and Health Reporting Entities 

i. Accrued additional retrospective premiums shall be recorded as an asset, accrued 
retrospective premiums with a corresponding entry to premiums; 

ii. Accrued return retrospective premiums shall be recorded as a liability, as part of 
Accident and Health Reserves (reserve for rate credits or experience rating 
refunds), with a corresponding entry to premiums. 

10. The amount of accrued estimated retrospective premiums to be recorded as a nonadmitted asset 
for property and casualty insurers shall be determined as follows: 

a. 100% of the amount recoverable from any person for whom any agents’ balances or 
uncollected premiums are classified as nonadmitted, and item (b), plus item (c) or (d) 
below. Once an insurer has elected either (c) or (d) below, a change from one to the other 
requires approval from the insurer’s domiciliary state and such change must be disclosed 
in the financial statements. 

b. Retrospective premium adjustments shall be determined and billed or refunded in 
accordance with the policy provisions or contract provisions. If accrued additional 
retrospective premiums are not billed in accordance with the policy provisions or contract 
provisions, the accrual shall be nonadmitted. 

c. 10% of any accrued retrospective premiums not offset by retrospective return premiums, 
other liabilities to the same party (other than loss and loss adjustment expense reserves), 
or collateral, not otherwise used. Collateral shall be of the same types and quality 
permitted for use in connection with reinsurance (types of acceptable collateral vary from 
state to state) or by financial guaranty coverage issued by an insurer having an “A” or 
better rating from a nationally recognized rating agency. The financial guaranty coverage 
must allow the insured under the financial guaranty policy the same degree of access to 
payments under that policy as a beneficiary has under a qualified letter of credit as 
described in Appendix A-785. Accrued retrospectively rated premiums relating to bulk 
IBNR must be allocated to individual policyholder accounts prior to applying collateral 
by account. If the insurer is unable to allocate amounts by account, no credit may be 
taken for collateral. 

d. An amount calculated using the factors below for accrued retrospective premiums not 
offset by retrospective return premiums, other liabilities to the same party (other than loss 
and loss expense reserves), or collateral, not otherwise used. Collateral shall be of the 
same types and quality permitted for use in connection with reinsurance (types of 
acceptable collateral vary from state to state) or by financial guaranty coverage issued by 
an insurer having an “A” or better rating from a nationally recognized rating agency. The 
financial guaranty coverage must allow the insured under the financial guaranty policy 
the same degree of access to payments under that policy as a beneficiary has under a 
qualified letter of credit as described in Appendix A-785. 

Accrued retrospectively rated premiums relating to bulk IBNR must be allocated to 
individual policyholder accounts prior to categorizing by Quality Rating. 
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 Insured’s 
Current Quality 

Rating* 

Insured’s Corporate Debt 
Equivalent to (S&P/Moody’s)** 

Percentage of Retro 
Premium to be 

Nonadmitted*** 
    
 1 AAA, AA, A/Aaa, Aa, A 1% 
 2 BBB/Baa 2% 
 3 BB/Ba 5% 
 4 B/B 10% 
 5 CCC, CC, C/Caa, Ca 20% 
 6 CI, D/C, or insured in default on debt 

service payments, or insured’s debt 
service payments are jeopardized 
upon filing of a bankruptcy petition 
 

100% 

 * The Percentage of Retro Premium to be Nonadmitted is based 
upon the Insured’s Current Quality Rating (i.e., if an insured’s 
quality rating drops, the percentage relating to the lower quality 
rating is used in calculating the amount to be nonadmitted and vice 
versa). 
 

 ** Insureds that do not have a debt rating issued by a publicly 
recognized rating agency are required to be rated by the NAIC’s 
Securities Valuation Office (SVO). 
 

 *** In the event the insured has no debt rating (either from a publicly 
recognized rating agency or from the SVO) the insured’s quality 
rating will be considered category 5 for purposes of this 
calculation (i.e., a factor of 20% shall be applied), unless the 
insurer is aware of conditions of the insured that would warrant a 
category 6 classification (i.e., a factor of 100%). 

11. Once accrued retrospective premium is billed, the due date is governed by SSAP No. 6—
Uncollected Premium Balances, Bills Receivable for Premiums, and Amounts Due From Agents and 
Brokers. Life and accident and health reporting entities shall nonadmit any accrued retrospective premium 
that is more than 90 days due. If a reporting entity has issued more than one policy to the same insured, 
retrospective balances shall be netted in accordance with SSAP No. 64. 

12. If, in accordance with SSAP No. 5R, it is probable that the additional retrospective premium is 
uncollectible, any uncollectible additional retrospective premium shall be written off against operations in 
the period the determination is made. If it is reasonably possible a portion of the balance in excess of the 
nonadmitted portion determined in accordance with paragraph 10 is not anticipated to be collected, the 
disclosure requirements outlined in SSAP No. 5R shall be made. 

Disclosures 

13. The financial statements shall disclose the method used by the reporting entity to estimate 
retrospective premium adjustments. The amount of net premiums written that are subject to retrospective 
rating features, as well as the corresponding percentage to total net premiums written, shall be disclosed. 
In addition, disclose whether accrued retrospective premiums are recorded through written premium or as 
an adjustment to earned premium. 

14. The financial statements shall disclose the calculation of nonadmitted retrospective premium. If a 
reporting entity chooses treatment described in paragraph 10.c. or 10.d., the appropriate exhibit must be 
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included in the notes to financial statements in the Annual Statement. Once a reporting entity has elected 
either 10.c. or 10.d., a change from one to the other requires approval from the reporting entity’s 
domiciliary state and such change must be disclosed in the financial statements. 

15. The financial statements shall disclose the following amounts for medical loss ratio rebates 
required pursuant to the Public Health Service Act for the current reporting period year-to-date and prior 
reporting period year: incurred rebates, amounts paid and unpaid liabilities segregated into the following 
categories: individual, small group employer, large group employer and other. In addition, the impact of 
reinsurance assumed, ceded and net on the total medical loss ratio rebate shall be disclosed. 

16. Refer to the Preamble for further discussion of the disclosure requirements. 

Relevant Literature 

17. This statement rejects FASB Emerging Issues Task Force No. 93-14, Accounting for Multiple 
Year Retrospectively Rated Insurance Contracts (EITF 93-14) since it applies only to multiple-year 
retrospectively rated contracts. The statutory principles outlined in the conclusion above are consistent 
with the guidance provided for accounting and retrospectively rated contracts in FASB Statement No. 60, 
Accounting and Reporting by Insurance Companies (FAS 60) and EITF 93-14, with the exception of the 
requirement to record certain amounts as nonadmitted. Although FAS 60 is rejected in SSAP No. 50—
Classifications of Insurance or Managed Care Contracts and EITF 93-14 is rejected in this statement, it 
is considered appropriate that the accounting for retrospectively rated contracts be consistent with those 
provisions of both FAS 60 and EITF 93-14 as they are consistent with the Statement of Concepts. 

Effective Date and Transition 

18. This statement is effective for years beginning January 1, 2001. A change resulting from the 
adoption of this statement shall be accounted for as a change in accounting principle in accordance with 
SSAP No. 3—Accounting Changes and Corrections of Errors. 
REFERENCES 

Other 

 NAIC Annual Statement Instructions for Property and Casualty Insurance Companies 

Relevant Issue Papers 

 Issue Paper No. 66—Accounting for Retrospectively Rated Contracts 
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